ARROWHEAD,   Sagittaria sagittifolia JL.

382. Arrowhead, Sogittor/o sagitt/fofio L. (X 4); aquatic
perennial with milky juice and with creeping root-stock, with
bulb-like tubers; leaves rising above the water on long 3-sided
stalks, arrow-shaped
Jfcgittate), the 2 "barbs"
almost as long as the end
lobe,-the latter with 3 main
parallel nerves; flowers
arranged in distant whorls
of 3, each pedicel \yith a
thin triangular bract at the
base, upper flowers usually
male, lower female on
shorter stalks; sepals 3,
ovate, deeply saccate, rather
crimson and lined with
closely parallel nerves;
petals 3, broad and round-
ed, white, crimson at the
stamens (A, X 4)
bout 25; anthers dark

own, sagittate; carpels
(B, X 7) few in the male
flowers, very numerous in
' the females, free from one
another (apocarpous),
arranged on a large fleshy
axis (C, X 0), each with a
single erect ovule (family Alismataceae).

This water-plant is easily recognised by its handsome white
flowers over an inch in diameter, the upper ones being male, with
numerous stamens and few abortive carpels; the females have
much shorter stalks and very numerous carpels. When the
individual flower-stalks are cut, a white juice exudes from parts
of the section.

The flowers are unisexual, but both sexes are found on the
same plant. The females are smaller than the male, and the
white petals have a red nectar-guide at their base. The females
ire mature before the males. The anthers of the latter are of a
fcieantiftil dark-brown colour and open at the side.
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